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In recent years, the frequent and long drought periods experienced have caused some
detrimental impacts on the pastoralist - &g
livestock and agricultural productions, shortage of drinking and irrigation water,
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Reviving Indigenous Community Conserved Areas (ICCAs) in Customary Territories of Abolhassani

Mobile Pastoralists, Iran— Coping with the Effects of Climate Change and Drought through Local
Initiatives and Ecological Management

ABSTRACT: The Abolhassani tribal confederacy lives in the north-eastern margin of the central
desert of Iran, known as Khartouran, one of the nine Biosphere reserves in the world. Despite
being a dry area, the rich ecological and biodiversity value of this tribal territory is
outstanding. In recent years, the frequent and long drought periods is making pastoralists’
livelihoods increasingly difficult and have caused some detrimental impacts, e.g. decreased
livestock and agricultural productions, water shortage, decreased fodder, moving sand dunes
and loss of rangeland vegetation cover. However, the small Abolhassani tribal confederacy
has learnt to deal with this natural disaster by implementing some adaptation strategies
through customary laws and practices based on their indigenous knowledge. They gave
innovative responses to this phenomenon by Water storage, reducing the number of
livestock, lengthening the migration path, renting the farmlands residues and using the
agricultural by-products to feed the livestock, etc. A participatory research was conducted
with the cooperation of UNDP/GEF Small Grant Program and facilitation of CENESTA, to
identify the effects of drought in mobile pastoralist’s territories, assessment and analysis of
applied initiatives and indigenous knowledge in coping with the drought and expansion of
local initiatives to other tribal communities. The project implementation model is based on
real experiences through several hands-on mutual training-planning workshops among
stakeholders. The main achievements in dealing with drought crisis effects summarized in;
developing the cycle of “coping with the drought” and establishing a revolving fund (micro
credits) to compensate the losses and provide sustainable livelihoods.

Keywords: Drought, ICCA, Indigenous Knowledge, Adaptation, Sustainable livelihood
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